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Mission:  “The IHSA governs equitable 
participation in interscholastic athletics 
and activities that enrich the educational 
experience”.

▪ 501c3 Nonprofit Organization

▪ Membership Governed Association

IHSA Office

Illinois High School Association

2715 McGraw Drive

Bloomington, IL 61704-6011

Phone: (309) 663-6377    Fax: (309) 663-7479

Office Hours

Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:15 
pm

The Association



The principals, as defined in Section 1.200 of the 
Constitution, or their designates, shall be 
responsible to this Association for matters 
pertaining to all athletic as well as non-athletic 
activities of their school.  In addition, they shall be 
responsible for ensuring that their school is 
properly represented at all interscholastic events 
and be responsible for the conduct of their team 
and other persons from their school.  

•By-law 2.020 Responsibility of the 
Principal



Naperville (Central) required to forfeit 
wins for playing ineligible transfer 
students.  

Failure to complete Principals’ Concurrence Regarding Transfer forms and secure 

eligibility rulings causes school to play ineligible players.  



High school volleyball: Hampshire forfeits regional 

semifinal after playing too many matches

Hampshire (19-16-1) ended its regular season Thursday with a victory against 

Dundee-Crown in its 36th contest. IHSA bylaws state that girls volleyball teams 

cannot participate in more than 35 matches prior to the IHSA state series.

https://www.ihsa.org/documents/forms/current/IHSA_Section5.pdf


Residency by-law violation forces 
forfeiture of contests.



Brawl in Illinois high school basketball playoff 
game gets both teams disqualified

“These are never easy decisions to make, but we believe it is the correct one,” IHSA executive 

director Craig Anderson said in a release. “It is vital that we continue to send the message that 

incidents like this at high school contests will not be tolerated. They are unacceptable in society, 

no less a high school sporting event.”



Thornton forfeits Andrew game due to IHSA violation

The Illinois High School Association says Thornton has been forced to forfeit its Week 1 win against Andrew. 

Thornton won the game 12-7 in Tinley Park.

A transfer student was found to be academically ineligible, based on the spring semester at his previous 

school. That high school reached out to the IHSA claiming it had not received the proper transfer paperwork 

from Thornton.



IHSA Office

Illinois High School Association

Administrative Staff

Welcome & Introductions



Who’s in the Room?

1.  Name

  2.  School  

  3.  Position/Title
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Transfer/Residence By-
laws 



IHSA Transfer/Residence By-law 
Topics

General 
Transfer 

Guidelines

Residence 
and 

Transfer 
By-laws

NEW – IHSA 
Transfer 

Management 
System

Home 
School 

Student 
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Participati
on



Handling Student 
Transfers/Eligibility

▪ Devise a plan for acknowledging transfer students

•Designate a person to complete the transfer paperwork 
 (Principal or Athletic/Activity Director)

•School personnel should complete this with the family

•Principals’ Concurrence form is required (Per IHSA Bylaw 3.041) or 
completion of the Transfer Management System



Handling Student Transfers/Eligibility

Decide on whether to request an 
eligibility ruling from the IHSA/CPS

It’s never wrong to 
request a ruling

A “clean” 
concurrence form 
does not mean the 
student is eligible

If there is any 
question, request 

a ruling



Handling Student Transfers/Eligibility

• Complete questions in the  transfer management system, or 
complete the Principals Concurrence Form, Transfer Eligibility 
Form, and send those forms with a copy of the Student Transcript

• May need to include:  Residence Eligibility Form, Affidavit of 
Residence, and Transfer Component from the receiving school 
coach

• Include any other relevant information related to the transfer

When Requesting a Ruling:









Handling Student 
Transfers/Eligibility

Transfer eligibility determinations will be based upon a 
student/family meeting the requirements of IHSA By-laws 
3.030 (Residence) and 3.040 (Transfer)

Even if you know a student doesn’t meet the requirements 
of the by-laws, it’s recommended you secure a ruling to 
know a date in which a student will become eligible







IHSA By-law 3.030 - 
Residence

Fundamental Principle – To be eligible with regards to residence, 
a student must live with his/her parents, custodial parent (court 
appointed), or legal guardian appointed by a judge  

Our by-law for participation is much more restrictive than the 
law that governs who can attend your school  



IHSA By-law 3.030 - 
Residence

On your registration materials ask some form of the 
following question:

“Does the student reside with his/her parents, custodial 
parent, or court appointed guardian?”

If the answer is “No,” a RED FLAG should go up indicating 
additional information is required    



IHSA By-law 3.030 - Residence

The Residence By-laws provide provisions for Public Schools, Private Schools, 
Public Schools without Boundaries and Students in Prescribed Conditions

Prescribed Conditions include the following:

• Residential Students

• Students who have completed 3 years of high school at the same school  

• Foreign Exchange Students

• Special Education and Vocational Students    



IHSA By-law 3.040 - 
Transfer

When a student transfers from one high school to an IHSA member 
school, the student must comply with the transfer by-laws and the 
residence by-laws  

Transfer student defined:  Any student who is in your high school 
this year who was not in your school last year.  The exception is an 
incoming freshman who is enrolling in high school for the first time  



IHSA By-law 3.040 - 
Transfer

Principals Concurrence – 3.041.  IHSA by-laws require that both 
the sending principal and the receiving principal approve a 
transfer prior to any participation in interscholastic athletics 

When both Principals concur with the transfer, this does not 
necessarily mean a student is eligible  



IHSA By-law 3.040 - 
Transfer

IHSA By-law 3.042 – After the official start date of an IHSA 
season, a student transferring from one school to another is 
ineligible for any sport in which he/she has been participating  

Furthermore, the student is ineligible for all sports for 30 days  



Rules Reminders

IHSA By-law 3.043.1 - 
Transfer

▪ The student transfers attendance in conjunction with a change in residence by 
both the student and his/her parents, custodial parent, surviving parent (in the 
case of a student with one deceased parent), or guardian from one public high 
school district to a different public high school district



IHSA By-law 3.043.2 - 
Transfer

▪The student transfers attendance from one public high school in a 
school district which supports two (2) or more public high schools 
to another public high school in that school district and the 
transfer is with a change in residence by both the student and 
his/her parents, custodial parent, surviving parent, or guardian to 
a residence within the boundaries established by the governing 
board of the school district for the high school to which the 
student transfers



IHSA By-law 3.043.3 - 
Transfer
▪ In the event the student transfers attendance from any high school 
to any other high school and the transfer is not in conjunction with a 
change in residence by both the student and his/her parents, 
custodial parent, surviving parent, or guardian to a residence outside 
the boundaries of the public school district attendance area the 
family originally resided in, the Executive Director may grant 
eligibility based on documentation that the transfer was 
necessitated by one or more of the following:  



IHSA By-law 3.043.3 - Transfer
▪Student is enrolling for the first time in his/her home public school 
with boundaries 

▪Change in family’s financial position
▪Extenuating circumstances documented by the sending school’s 
principal or official representative  

▪Limited Eligibility may be granted by the Executive Director when 
the student is transferring prior to the start of their junior year and 
doesn’t otherwise meet the requirements of the transfer by-laws



IHSA By-law 3.043.4 - 
Transfer
▪The student, who is a child of divorced or legally separated parents, 
transfers attendance from one high school to another in conjunction 
with a change in legal custody between the parents by action of a 
judge of a court of proper jurisdiction, and a change in the student’s 
residence from the former custodial parent to the parent to who 
custody has been awarded by the court, provided that a copy of the 
petition and the court order is on file with the principal of the high 
school to which the student transfers



IHSA By-law 3.040 - Transfer

▪ IHSA By-law 3.047 requires that a member school enforce any 
period of ineligibility imposed or that would have been imposed 
upon the student by the school from which the student is 
transferring 

▪The sending school must report any ineligibility to the receiving 
school on the Principals’ Concurrence Form or in the TMS.   



Requesting a Ruling – Transfer REVIEW
▪Required Information – Submit a request in the TMS; OR 
send the following to the CPS or IHSA office:  

•Principals’ Concurrence Form
•Transfer  Eligibility Form

–Additional Information
• Up-to-date student transcript
•Documentation of a “Change in Financial Position” if applicable.
•Documentation of “Extenuating Circumstances” from the SENDING 
school if applicable 



Rules Reminders

Transfer Management System

▪ Eligibility Rulings: As of July 1, 2024, the IHSA will be transitioning eligibility ruling 
requests through the Transfer Management System (TMS) to help all schools and 
our office navigate the transfer eligibility of students to your school. The link for 
the Transfer Management system (TMS) can be found in the Schools Center under 
Departments.





Rules Reminders



Rules Reminders



Rules Reminders



Home School Student Participation

▪ IHSA By-law 3.011 requires home school students to be taking and passing one 
course offered by the member school to maintain eligibility

▪ Other requirements of the home school fact sheet remain in place for home school 
students to be eligible for interscholastic competition  







Questions?
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IHSA.ORG & IHSA SCHOOLS 
CENTER

Updated 10/2/2024



Matt Jensen, IHSA Director of Technology
mjensen@ihsa.org 

Tracie Henry- IHSA 

Updated 10/2/2024



IHSA.org  
https://www.ihsa.org

Key Areas IHSA Website

The IHSA website contains calendar, ticket, tournament, news, scores, etc.

• Sport & Activity Information

• Tournament sites, seeds, dates & times, scores, and schedules

• Terms & conditions, manuals for schools and managers, rules presentations

• Historical records, advisory committee and calendars

• Schools / Resources

• School directories including staff contact information

• Enrollments, co-ops, open dates, and classifications

• Sportsmanship, State Programs, Diversity Education, merchandising, awards

• Other Areas



IHSA.org
https://www.ihsa.org

Sports & Activities

All State Series Information

Historical Records

Tournament Info  / Location

Scores/Standings

Rules, Terms & Conditions, 
Software Used

Announcements



IHSA.org
https://www.ihsa.org

School Directory Detailed School View

Open scheduling dates

Co-op information including end date

Conference Information



IHSA.org
https://www.ihsa.org

State Programs (Digital & Hardcopy Orders)

Digital Tickets (Public Purchase)

Sports Medicine

IHSA Graphics

Eligibility, Contracts, Maps, etc.

IHSA Calendar by Weeks



IHSA.org
https://www.ihsa.org



IHSA School Center
https://center.ihsa.org

Key Areas of the School Center
The school center is the road map for a successful and compliant season.

• Sport & Activity Tracker
• Enter your school into a particular sport or activity before the deadline

• Check deadlines for list of participants, coach data forms, etc.

• Check compliancy for coaches (new AED/CPR requirement)

• Staff Responsibilities & Logins
• Create logins for new staff members

• Remove logins for departing staff

• Add additional responsibilities to coaches

• Check compliancy (new AED/CPR requirement)

• Other Areas



Sport & Activity Tracker
Entering your program

To access the program entry form

Click the radio button to 
enter the selected program 
into the state series

If you have girls wrestling, 
you must enter as “Team” 
even if you have 1 
participant.



Sport & Activity Tracker
Checking deadlines, managing sports and activities, and “getting the red” out.

Open / close automatically on listed date

Open / close automatically on listed date

Participation Survey – Day 5



Staff Responsibilities and Logins
Managing coaches, staff members, and compliance

 

View / Remove Positions Logins, delete, reset passwords View Staff Compliance Add / Remove Survey Members Add  New Staff



Staff Responsibilities and Logins

Two distinct sections: in compliance & not in compliance

Coaches who are non-compliant can not be selected during the list of participants and state final 
program processes. 

Not in compliance



Staff Responsibilities and Logins

Two distinct sections: in compliance & not in compliance

In compliance (No shaded color)



Staff Responsibilities and Logins

Removing Staff / Reset password – Click Staff logins & roster

Sends Password Reset EmailClick Name To Update Personal InformationAdd/Remove RolesRemove from School



Staff Responsibilities and Logins
Add Staff member 

IF, existing staff 
member, choose from 
list.

Choose role

IF, new staff member, 
enter their name, and 
click search



Staff Responsibilities and Logins
When adding a new staff member, review the matches:

IF, NEW staff member to 
the IHSA, enter their 
email address and click 
add new staff member.

Staff Members
Choose carefully.
Click Add

*If a coach has multiple ID’s / duplicates, contact the IHSA and we can merge the records together. This will create a single record 
for compliancy, historical records, etc.



IHSA State Series Hosting

Hosting Tournaments includes Manager Manuals, Participants, Financial Reports, etc.



Other Key Areas

Facility Updates
Hosting

Forms, Directories, Insurance, Etc.

Compliancy (You)

Need to find a game?

Officials Directory

Post Season Hosting Area

Submit Special Reports, Concussion, Hate Speech

Submit Eligibility / Transfer / Foreign Exchange Requests

Basic school information

MaxPreps Information
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IHSA Classification Policy &
Geographic Assignments



IHSA Assigning & The Geographic Principle

At some point this year…

a coach, athletic director, athlete, parent or fan will ask you 
about the IHSA’s postseason assignments. This presentation is 
designed to show you how that process works.



IHSA Classification System - Policy 17

Classify schools for 2-year period - 2023-24 and 2024-25

Multi-step process using 2 previous school housing reports (21-22 
and 22-23)

Steps: Averaging entered schools, 1.65 multiplier, success factor, 
co-ops

Classification based on the above 
and number of teams entered.

a. Need a minimum of 128 teams in 
each class



Rules Reminders

State Series Classes
ONE CLASS

▪ Boys & Girls Bowling      
▪ Boys & Girls Gymnastics
▪ Boys & Girls Swimming 

    & Diving
▪ Boys Volleyball
▪ Boys & Girls Water Polo
▪ Girls Badminton
▪ Boys & Girls Lacrosse

▪ Activities – Speech, Drama, 
Journalism, Chess, E-Sports

TWO CLASS (1A, 2A)
▪ Girls Golf      
▪ Scholastic Bowl
▪ Boys & Girls Tennis



Rules Reminders

State Series Classes
THREE CLASS (1A, 2A, 3A)

▪ Dance

▪ Boys & Girls Cross Country

▪ Boys Golf

▪ Boys & Girls Soccer

▪ Boys & Girls Track & Field

▪ Boys Wrestling

EIGHT CLASS (1A – 8A)

▪ Football Playoffs 

FOUR CLASS (1A, 2A, 3A, 4A)

▪ Baseball

▪ Boys & Girls Basketball

▪ Cheerleading (Coed)

▪ Softball

▪ Girls Volleyball



Rules Reminders

Sport Distinctions
INDIVIDUAL  

▪ Girls Badminton
▪ Boys & Girls Bowling
▪ Boys & Girls Cross Country
▪ Boys & Girls Golf
▪ Boys & Girls Gymnastics
▪ Boys & Girls Swimming & Diving
▪ Boys & Girls Tennis
▪ Boys & Girls Track & Field
▪ Boys Individual Wrestling

TEAM BRACKETED
▪ Baseball
▪ Boys & Girls Basketball
▪ Football
▪ Boys & Girls Soccer
▪ Softball
▪ Boys & Girls Volleyball
▪ Boys & Girls Water Polo
▪ Dual Team Wrestling

TEAM
▪ Cheerleading
▪ Dance



Rules Reminders

State Series Advancement
INDIVIDUAL  

▪ Regional    

 

▪ Sectional   

   

▪ State Final   

         or     

▪ Sectional

 

▪ State Final  

TEAM BRACKETED

▪ Regional (32 sites) 

 

▪ Sectional (8 sites) *

  

▪ Super-Sectional (4) **

            

▪ State Final 

   * Some start at Sectionals

    ** No Super-Sectionals for Water Polo, 
Boys Volleyball, or Dual Team Wrestling



IHSA Policy 18

GEOGRAPHIC  PRINCIPLE

1. The State Series is designed to determine a State Champion. The State Series is not intended to necessarily advance 
the best teams in the state to the State Final

2. Representation in an IHSA State Final Tournament is determined on a geographic basis — that is, schools advancing 
to the State Final Tournament (or in Boys Football, the State Final Game) qualify from given geographical areas of the 
state. Pairings for the State Final Tournament are determined every year in a drawing that is open to the media/public

3. The number of schools in a State Final Tournament, and levels of competition in the State Series, are determined by 
the number of schools entered in the series



Rules Reminders

IHSA Policy 18
ELEMENTS  THAT  FACTOR  INTO  ASSIGNING

▪ 1. Number of schools entered in state series and their locations; and,

▪ 2. Classification of schools in the state series

▪ 3. In individual state series tournaments/meets, the number of schools 
with full teams assigned to the beginning competition is balanced as much 
as possible. Travel distance to the tournament/meet site could justify an 
imbalance in the number of schools assigned to a site



IHSA Policy 18

ELEMENTS  THAT  DO NOT FACTOR  INTO  ASSIGNING

1. Won-lost records of the schools;

2. Strengths or weaknesses of the schools in a geographic area;

3. Anticipated or potential revenue; and

4. Individual, private requests of schools and/or coaches



Sectionals vs. Sub-Sectionals

Class 1A (soccer) and 1A and 2A (in other 
team-bracketed sports) all state series will 
begin with the Sub-Sectional

The top 4 seeds are separated- remaining 
schools are separated based on geography.

Class 2A/3A (soccer) and 3A and 4A (in 
other team bracketed sports) all state 
series shall begin with the sectional 
complex.

True seeds are used to populate the brackets



Sectionals vs. Sub-Sectionals
▪ In pairing the sectional semi-final round containing sub-sectionals, the regional 

from sub-sectional A containing the #1 seed shall be paired with the regional of 
sub-sectional B containing the #2 seed.



Rules Reminders

IHSA Mapping - Example 1
IHSA MAPPING PROGRAM & HOW WE ASSIGN

▪ Blank map 

▪ Clicking hosts and schools to assign

ASSIGNING SECTIONALS

▪ Assigning backward, Sectional first

▪ Numerical balance, must stay within two schools in each Sectional to assure contest balance

 I.E 171 Schools = (1-23, 1-22, 6-21 or 4-22, 3-21, 1-20, )

▪ Assign a central placeholder site, then review data to see who is willing and able to host

Completed Map 

▪ Human Element



IHSA Mapping - Example 1



Selecting Hosts
▪ Host factors (history, facility, ability to host)
▪ Host sites change geography and travel – 2-year classification rotation
▪ But can’t change assignments or numbers become unbalanced



Rules Reminders

IHSA Mapping - Example 2
ASSIGNING SUB-SECTIONALS

▪ Split into 2 sub-sectionals

▪ Two Regionals per Sub-Sectional in team-bracketed sports

▪ Try to keep balance (20 team Sectional, equals 4 Regionals of 5), but 
other factors could force unbalanced, Policy 19 provides autonomy 
for the administrator to choose

▪ Take your time, …once set…assign



IHSA Mapping – Example 2 1A & 2A



IHSA Mapping – Example 2 3A & 4A



Rules Reminders

IHSA Mapping - Example 3

INDIVIDUAL  SPORT  NOTES

▪ The goal when assigning for individual sports is to try and bring balance to the 
number of team entries and individual entries assigned to each site

▪ Anomalies will exist where a certain geographic area will contain significantly 
more individuals than teams or vice versa. The Policy allows each administrator 
some leeway to work through those situations 



Rules Reminders

IHSA Mapping Example 4
OUTLIERS  & EXCEPTIONS

▪ Some sports only have smaller numbers of participating schools, many of which 
are generally located in the same geographic area, such as water polo, 
gymnastics

▪ Less schools, still not easy or less controversial



Football
▪ Only IHSA sport that requires postseason qualification 

▪ 256 qualifiers – 8 classes – 32 teams per class

▪ Classes 1A-6A shall be divided geographically into two groups of 16 and 
paired according to their seeds within each group

▪ Class 7A and 8A shall not be separated into groups, but paired according 
to their true seeds



Football
▪ All teams with six wins or more qualify.  Depending on the number of 

football teams statewide, it is possible that some 5-4 teams will not 
qualify based on tiebreakers.  It is also possible that some 4-5 teams will 
qualify when all 5-4 teams qualify.

▪ 1st tiebreaker is a combined total of all nine opponents wins during the 
regular-season

▪ 2nd tiebreaker is a combined total of victories from the five teams that 
your school defeated



FAQs
▪ “Why am I in a different Sectional for Softball than I am for Volleyball?”

▪ “I want to schedule teams from my Sectional during the regular season. Will 
the group of schools I am assigned with change from year to year?”

▪ “Why did my school travel north for Regionals & Sectionals last year, but this 
year is assigned to go South?” 



Stacey Lambert
slambert@ihsa.org

Sports Medicine Update

mailto:slambert@ihsa.org


IHSA Sports Medicine

▪Wet Bulb Globe
▪AED/CPR



WBGT Procedure 

Pre- Practice Preparation:

1. Thirty minutes prior to the start of an activity, and minimally every 30 minutes after the start of the 

activity, temperature and humidity readings will be taken at the site of the activity. Using a Wet 

Bulb Globe Thermometer is required. 

a. Record the readings in writing and maintain the information in files of the tournament 

manager and/or host school administration. Tournament managers may designate someone 

other than themselves to take these readings.

2. Provide cooling stations such as shade, ice towels, misting fans, etc. for before, during, and after 

activity. 

3. Provide ample amounts of water.  This means water should always be available and athletes 

should be able to take in as much water as they desire. 



WBGT Chart



Treatment of Exertional Heat Stroke and Cold-

Water Immersion:

In the event of potential Exertional Heat Stroke (EHS), each school participating 

in interscholastic sports shall be properly prepared and equipped to activate 

EMS and initiate rapid whole-body cooling using an evidence-based cooling 

modality. The current best practice for the treatment of exertional heat stroke is 

rapid whole-body cooling via Cold Water Immersion (CWI) on-site followed by 
transport to advanced medical care (Cool first transport second). If whole-body 

CWI is not readily available, alternate evidence-based whole-body cooling 

techniques can be utilized (e.g., TACO method). The best practices shall be 

carried out by a licensed athletic trainer, designated healthcare provider, or EMS 

provider. If these medical providers are not available and heat illness is 
suspected, cooling should be initiated until advanced medical personnel arrive.

The cooling modality shall be ready for immediate use when WBGT is at or 

above 80F. 

At WBGT temperatures below 80F, the cooling modality should be readily 
available. 



CPR/AED Policy

▪ In June of 2024, the IHSA Board passed the recommendation that 
all coaches must have taken some CPR/AED training course.  This 
can be online or in person.

▪Coaches should have this requirement completed by the start of 
the season.

▪Expiration dates can be tracked in the School Center 

▪Go to Staff compliance, if you click the name of the individual in 
blue on the lefthand side you will enter their individual page, from 
there you can enter the AED Expiration Date in the green box on 
the right.



New Administrator’s Workshop

Compliance Checklist



Compliance Checklist



Compliance Checklist 
(Go to www.ihsa.org and select the Resources tab)

http://www.ihsa.org/


Compliance Checklist 
(Select the Download Center link)



Compliance Checklist
(Select the Documents tab)



2.030 Co-op requirements
▪ In order for two or more schools to form a cooperative team, the 

following guidelines apply:
•Schools can only be Class A schools in a two-class system; 1A or 2A in a three or four class 
system.

•3A or 4A public schools can form a co-op for any sport other than football or basketball
•Only private schools with non-multiplied enrollments of 200 or less can form co-ops.
•Combined enrollments of all schools involved will determine the co-op team's classification.
•Approved co-ops will be in effect for a two-year cycle.

▪ The process for forming a cooperative team includes:
•An application completed and filed with the IHSA office.
•The application must be signed by the principals and Board of Education presidents of each of 
the schools involved in the co-op.

•The application must include written approval of the conference(s) in which each participating 
school participate.

•Co-op applications deadlines:  Fall – August 1; Winter – October 1; Spring – February 1



2.070 Coaches Qualifications

▪ IHSA qualified coaches include:
•ISBE certified teacher, administrator, or school service personnel that requires 
a Bachelor's Degree (i.e. counselor, social worker, substitute teacher, etc.)

•Retired teacher or coach from an IHSA member school
•Student teacher in which coaching is part of his/her student teaching 
assignment

•Those who have completed an IHSA Board approved coaching certification 
program (i.e. Human Kinetics aka ASEP, NFHS coaching program, etc.)

•Must be 19 years old
•Officially employed by the local school board of the member school



2.080: Licensed Officials

Schools are required to use licensed officials for contests.

ADs must cooperate with assignors regarding schedules and 
changes.

Administrators can search for officials in the Schools Center.





2.120: Rule Interpretation Meetings

Each head coach must view an annual sport-specific rules video.

Schools are placed on IHSA probation if
a coach doesn't view the video.



2.170 & Policy 23: Performance Enhancing
                 Substances

Performance Enhancing Substances are prohibited.

Policy 23 outlines a drug testing policy.

Although the IHSA no longer tests students, local schools can test 
students as a part of their extracurricular code.

Students are required to indicate/sign that they are aware of a school's 
testing policy and program.



3.020 & 4.020: Scholastic Standing/Academic 
Eligibility (Policy 7)
Students must pass at least 25 credit hours of high school work per 
week to be eligible.
*Weekly grade checks to be done in a consistent manner.
*Ineligibility period: Monday through Sunday
*Ineligible students can still practice.

Students, unless entering high school, must have passed at least 25 
credit hours the previous semester to be eligible for the current 
semester.



3.050 & 4.030: Participation Limitations

After enrolling in 9th grade, students have eligibility for no more than 8 
semesters, all of which must be consecutive.

An established school team must participate in six interscholastic 
contests to be eligible for the state series.

A school without an established team may enter an individual student 
in that sport's state series without the requirement to compete in six 
contests.



3.060 & 4.040: Age Limitation

A student is eligible through the age of 19 unless the student 
turns 20 during an athletic/activity season.

Example: A student who turns 20 in January is not eligible to 
participate in a winter sport, such as basketball or wrestling.



3.070 Recruiting

Recruiting for athletic purposes is prohibited. How is this 
explained to your staff and who is communicating by-law 
3.070 at your school?



3.100 Independent Teams

• Student athletes cannot participate on non-school teams while they are participating in that IHSA 
sport while it is in season.

• This means that they can't practice, participate in drills, attend team meetings, or compete for a 
non-school team.​

• Student athletes can try out for a non-school team if only demonstrating skills.​

• Once a school conducts its first IHSA tryout or practice for a sport, students have 7 days to cease 
non-school participation in that sport.  Each student-athlete may be granted up to 3 non-school 
competitions sanctioned by the National governing body of the sport.​

• Student athletes cannot practice/compete with or against any athlete(s) representing a 
college athletic team at any time.​

• During the school year, a coach at a member school may coach a non-school team provided the 
number of squad members that attend his/her school isn't more than half the number of players 
required to field a team in the IHSA State Series for that sport (examples:  basketball = 2, soccer = 5).​



3.110: Coaching school/camps/clinics

Coaching school, camp or clinic- Any program, sponsored by an 
organization or individual, which provides instruction in sports 
theory and/or skills and which does not culminate in 
competition.

Private skill lessons- one-on-one lessons can be taken at 
anytime.



3.120: All-Star Participation

All-Star Team: Team of students selected to participate in a non-school 
contest based on ability, performance, or reputation when 
representing their high school.

Students may not represent their school in any sport until their high 
school eligibility in the sport has been completed.

By-Law 3.120 does not apply during the summer months (Sunday of 
Week 50 in June to Sunday of Week 8 in August).



3.130: Eligible Students

Only current high school students at that school are allowed to 
practice and participate with a high school team.

Junior high students and high school graduates are not allowed to 
practice or play with a team.

Only students who are academically eligible are allowed to participate 
in contests.



3.150: Summer Participation
Coaches are allowed to coach their students and teams during the summer for a 
maximum of 25 days.

Contact day: A day on which any coaching or instruction in the skills and 
techniques of the sport takes place.

This applies to all sports except Baseball and Softball.

Coaches may organize strength and conditioning workouts 4 days per week for up 
to 90 minutes.  These workouts do not count as contact days provided there is no 
instruction in the skills of the sport.



5.000 Sport Season By-laws

Sports have a regular season limit for competitions.
Teams and individuals must follow these by-laws.

ADs must check schedules to be sure teams stay within these 
limits.

Activities like Scholastic Bowl (27 dates), Chess, Bass Fishing, 
Music, Drama, Esports, etc.) do not have season limits.



6.011 & 6.012: Player & Coach Ejections

Players and coaches who are ejected for unsportsmanlike 
conduct are ineligible for the next contest at that level and 
contests at any other levels in the interim.

Ejection = One-game suspension

A school or the IHSA office may enforce additional 
consequences in certain situations.



Fall Sport Acclimatization Policy 38

Review with fall coaches

Exception: Boys/Girls 
Golf



Return to Play (RTP) Policy 
https://www.ihsa.org/Resources/Sports-Medicine

“any player who exhibits signs, symptoms, 
or behaviors consistent with a concussion 
(such as loss of consciousness, headache, 
dizziness, confusion, or balance problems) 
shall be immediately removed from the 
game and shall not return to play until 
cleared by an appropriate health care 
professional.”

Review with all coaches 

Concussion sign-offs collected 
for all students 
before participation (practice)



QUESTIONS?



Scenario 2.080

Scenario 2.080-  It is Tuesday night, and your head 
soccer coach just finished their game, he goes to rate 
the officials from that night. The coach can rate two 
officials, but the third official will not show up when 
he enters the ID number in the IHSA Schools Center 
site for ratings. He notifies you on Wednesday 
morning after he double-checked the ID number that 
the official likely was not licensed with the 
IHSA. What is your next step? 



Scenario 2.080 



Scenario 3.020- Scholastic Standing

Scenario 3.020 A school conducts its weekly academic 
eligibility checks on Thursday.  After this week’s check, one of 
the football players is not passing 25 credit hours, and you 
inform the student and his coach that afternoon that he is 
academically ineligible.  The coach and student ask if he must 
sit out the game on Saturday.



Scenario 3.020- Scholastic Standing



Scenario 3.042 – Transfer-  Activities vs. Athletics 

Jenny Brown moves into your district on November 1. She is 
moving from another school in your conference. The move is 
in conjunction with a change of residence but after the first 
day of school. Jenny would like to be sideline cheerleader for 
basketball and join the new Esports team. You initiate the 
transfer paperwork and inform Jenny that she will be 
ineligible for 30 days. Is this the correct communication per 
IHSA By-law 3.042?



Jenny can immediately begin her involvement with Esports and Sideline Cheer. 3.042 applies to 
sport and athletic teams not activity teams found in Section 4.000 of the handbook. 

Scenario 3.042 – Transfer-  Activities vs. Athletics 



Scenario 3.106 – Independent Team  

Scenario 3.106:  You are informed by your boys track & field coach that five days after the 
first track & field practice, one of his track & field athletes competed with his non-school 
track & field club, The Racing Rockets, in a non-interscholastic meet that was not 
sanctioned by any state or national governing body.  In addition, this athlete receives 
private, one on one, instruction from his non-school club coach (the legend himself, 
Coach Blaze McDuffy) both during the IHSA track and field season and outside of the IHSA 
track and field season.  Coach McDuffy is not a coach at a member school.

Do these situations constitute an IHSA violation?  If yes, what would your next step be?



Scenario 3.106 – Independent Team  

Scenario 3.106 Answer:  According to IHSA By-laws 3.106 and 3.112.2 neither of these 
situations constitute a violation.  Although participating in non-school competitions while 
that IHSA sport is in season is a violation, IHSA By-law 3.106 provides a window of seven 
days to cease non-school participation after the athlete’s school conducts its first tryout or 
practice in that sport.

Additionally, 3.112.2 allows for students to attend coaching schools, camps, or clinics 
during any time of the calendar year as long as no person who is a coach at the student’s 
school is involved in any respect.



Request for Non-school Competition 



Request for Non-school Competition 



Scenario 3.130 – Use of Players

▪Scenario 3.130- Due to injuries and academic ineligibility 
issues, your JV softball coach says that she does not have 
enough players for productive practices and wants to invite 
8th grade students in the district to fill the void.

▪Allowable? 



Scenario 3.130 – Use of Players



Scenario 3.150- Fall Contact Days 



3.150 Summer Contact 

The only contact during the school year allowed outside the season 
limitations are open gyms and organized strength and conditioning sessions.



Scenario 5.042- Scrimmages 

Scenario 5.042- Your boys basketball coach approaches you about 
his plan for Friday night.  He has invited the cross-town rivals over 
for a preseason scrimmage before the first game of the season.



Scenario 5.042- Scrimmages 

▪ Answer- You inform your coach that this is not allowed.  IHSA by-law 5.040 does not allow 
contests prior to Monday of week 21 and the IHSA defines any interscholastic competition, 
including a scrimmage, in which students representing two or more high schools participate with 
or against each other as a contest. 

▪ NOTE: Football is the only sport that is permitted a preseason scrimmage.



The Future Plays Here! ILLINOIS HIGH SCHOOL 
ASSOCIATION

IHSA Initiatives

• Sports Medicine
• Transgender Participation
• Officials
• Digital Ticketing
• Hate Speech and Harassment
• Name Image Likeness



TRANSGENDER PARTICIPATION 



Transgender Student 
Participation 

▪ At the September 2023 IHSA Board meeting the IHSA Board of Directors approved 
minor edits to the IHSA Transgender Policy.

▪ The policy still requires steps to follow for a transgender student to participate in 
the state series.  

▪ The policy provides guidance on the documentation to submit for approval.  



Kurt Gibson
kgibson@ihsa.org 

Officials Department Update

mailto:kgibson@ihsa.org


IHSA POLICY 41

VARSITY HEAD COACHES 

REQUIRED TO RATE OFFICIALS



IHSA Policy 41 
The IHSA Board of Directors approved Policy 41 in June of 2024 following a 
recommendation from a sub-committee formed to examine the postseason assigning 
process for officials.

• Sets minimum yearly requirements for Varsity Head Coaches by sport.

• Goal is 80% reporting before seeding the state series.

• Policy establishes consequences for coaches who fail to meet the minimum 
number of ratings.

•  The 2024-25 school year is a pilot year for the program, which allows the IHSA 
staff to educate administrators and coaches about the policy.



Minimum Ratings
IHSA Policy 41 outlines the minimum number of ratings a Varsity head coach 
must submit (and the date by which those ratings are due). 

The deadline for ratings generally coincides with the beginning of seeding for 
those sports that seed.

The number of ratings will increase modestly every two years until the minimum 
number is 80%.

See page 133 in the IHSA Handbook for more information.



Varsity head coaches are required to rate officials in these sports:
 

      Soccer    Water Polo

      Volleyball    Track & Field

      Football (11-person)  Swimming & Diving

      Girls’ Gymnastics   Lacrosse

      Competitive Dance  Softball

      Competitive Cheerleading Baseball

      Wrestling    Basketball

Minimum Ratings



Minimum Ratings

Schools that don’t play enough contests to reach the minimum number of ratings can 
request a waiver from the requirements.

To request a waiver, the principal or athletic director must email the 

IHSA administrator who oversees that sport at least one week before the

established deadline.

The request must include the regular season schedule denoting the number of 
officials working each game. 



Consequences for Coaches
The 2024-25 school year is the pilot year. 

 NO consequences will be enforced for the 2024-25 school year.

Beginning in the 2025-26 school year, consequences will be enforced:

1st year w/o minimum ratings:  Head coach is put ‘on notice’.

2nd consecutive year w/o minimum ratings:  Head coach is suspended for first 
round of the IHSA state series.

3rd consecutive year w/o minimum ratings:  Head coach is suspended for the 
entire IHSA state series or until the coach submits the required number of 
ratings.

When a school changes head coaches, the new coach has a clean slate.

If a head coach who is ‘on notice’ or suspended changes schools, the coach starts 
with a clean slate at the new school.



How to Submit an Official’s Rating
Coaches can submit ratings in one of two ways.

1) Enter the IHSA Schools Center and select “Sport & Activity Tracker”.

2) Follow the direct link to the ratings portal the day following a contest.

• In some sports (generally bracketed team sports), officials will enter their 
schedules in the IHSA Officials Center.

• Coaches will receive an automated email with a link to the ratings portal.

The next slide displays an example of that email.



Sample email from the IHSA office
Dear Head Coach,

According to our records, your school played a game yesterday against Springfield (H.S.).  

Please rate the officials from this game by clicking on the link below.  Your feedback is helpful for IHSA staff and the 
official who worked the contest.  Your rating (good or bad) will remain anonymous and will not populate on the 
official’s portal until next week.

GAME INFORMATION:

9/1/2024 – Springfield (H.S.) vs. Jacksonville (H.S.)

Mobile Rating Link:
https://center.ihsa.org/go/mobile/app/off-rate.asp?A=off-
BA&OfficialID=31038&SchoolID=0508&RaterID=A8186&Key=nDB4jh7GJfJiENzRzghhIfGntUB2OcD1W87BcPsUGzr
XGkYmrGH0CSKAzVHNTwY9f4GwldIuqdevsaxqrkO0Ivf1vFQnbMol

If you have questions, please contact Kurt Gibson (kgibson@ihsa.org) at the IHSA Office.

Thanks for your assistance.

Illinois High School Association
2715 McGraw Drive
Bloomington, IL 61704-6011
(309) 663-6377

https://center.ihsa.org/go/mobile/app/off-rate.asp?A=off-BA&OfficialID=31038&SchoolID=0508&RaterID=A8186&Key=nDB4jh7GJfJiENzRzghhIfGntUB2OcD1W87BcPsUGzrXGkYmrGH0CSKAzVHNTwY9f4GwldIuqdevsaxqrkO0Ivf1vFQnbMol
https://center.ihsa.org/go/mobile/app/off-rate.asp?A=off-BA&OfficialID=31038&SchoolID=0508&RaterID=A8186&Key=nDB4jh7GJfJiENzRzghhIfGntUB2OcD1W87BcPsUGzrXGkYmrGH0CSKAzVHNTwY9f4GwldIuqdevsaxqrkO0Ivf1vFQnbMol
https://center.ihsa.org/go/mobile/app/off-rate.asp?A=off-BA&OfficialID=31038&SchoolID=0508&RaterID=A8186&Key=nDB4jh7GJfJiENzRzghhIfGntUB2OcD1W87BcPsUGzrXGkYmrGH0CSKAzVHNTwY9f4GwldIuqdevsaxqrkO0Ivf1vFQnbMol
mailto:kgibson@ihsa.org


Submitting an Officials Rating
The email is a service designed to make the process easier for coaches. Not all 
coaches will receive an email after a game.  Those coaches need to enter the 
Schools Center to make ratings.

Officials are not able to edit their schedules within two days (48 hours) of a contest.  
Some coaches will get emails for an official who may have been originally scheduled 
to officiate a contest but didn’t.  In those cases, coaches should ignore the ratings 
request and rate the proper official in the Schools Center.

If a coach is ever in doubt, the coach should simply go into the Schools Center to 
submit the rating.  

Officials should always provide their Name and ID Number to the coaches prior to the 
game.



Administrative Oversight 
• School administrators can monitor how their 

coaches are completing ratings by checking 
the “Tracker” regularly.

• It is imperative the coaches meet the 
minimum number of ratings by the 
established deadlines per sport. 

• Policy 41 outlines both the number of 
minimum ratings and deadlines to have 
those submitted.

• The 2024-25 school year is a pilot year and 
is designed to educate coaches about the 
process.



Reasons for the decline

▪Aging population
•Pandemic likely ramped up ‘retirements’

▪Pay
▪ Increase in over-all # of contests and outside leagues

▪Behavior of participants and fans
•Most common refrain
• IHSA is here to support your school and officials
•The tenor needs to go down
•We need to find appropriate perspective again



IHSA Officials Initiatives

▪Surveys
▪Provisional Licensing
▪Free Licenses for Two Graduating Seniors 
▪  2nd License is free
▪No Late Fees
▪Partnerships



Officially Human Partnership



GOFAN DIGITIAL TICKETING IN
IHSA STATE SERIES



HISTORY
* Founded in 2001, GoFan is the largest digital ticket provider for high school sporting and 
schools events in the country.

* GoFan becomes official digital ticketing partner of the NFHS in 2017; IHSA in 2018

* In 2018, IHSA begins offering digital tickets as ancillary option at select state finals

* IHSA Girls & Boys Gymnastics State Finals moved to full digital ticketing in 2020-21

* Pandemic spring of 2021: Balancing fan limits amidst mitigations & equity

* 2021-22 Expand to Sectionals, Super-Sectionals and State Finals in most IHSA sports, but 
cash option will always remain

GOFAN DIGITIAL TICKETING



HOW DOES IT WORK

GOFAN DIGITIAL TICKETING



HOW DOES IT WORK

GOFAN DIGITIAL TICKETING



’24-25 STATE SERIES USAGE

GOFAN DIGITIAL TICKETING



’24-25 STATE SERIES USAGE

GOFAN DIGITIAL TICKETING



TRY IT OUT

GOFAN DIGITIAL TICKETING

* Visit the GoFan app or www.GoFan.co  and search for IHSA

* Free IHSA New Administrators Workshop ticket is posted

* Buy multiple tickets to get a fan perspective

* Redeem them to get a gate worker perspective

* Transfer to see how it work. You can send them to me at mtroha@ihsa.org

http://www.gofan.co/


UPDATES & HOST INFO
* In 2021-22, the IHSA Board voted to eliminate the GoFan convenience charge, i.e. a $7.00 = $7.00

* Beginning last year, a cash ticket is $1 more in required rounds.

* IESA began using at most State Finals in 2022-23 (+$2 cash)

* Solutions for unique venues and circumstances

* Android app launched in 2022

* Free Credit Card reader for new schools

* More than sports (dances, plays, band, etc.). Creative solutions.

GOFAN DIGITIAL TICKETING



Questions? Matt Troha – mtroha@ihsa.org 



IHSA MEMBER SCHOOLS & OFFICIALS
HATE SPEECH AND HARASSMENT

POLICY & PROCEDURE



IHSA HATE SPEECH AND HARASSMENT 

POLICY & PROCEDURE

The Hate Speech and Harassment Policy is in effect for all regular and post season contests.

Hate Speech or Harassment is behavior aimed at a person’s sex, gender identification, race, 

religion, creed, age, national origin, ancestry, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual 

orientation, or disability that substantially interferes with a student’s school performance or 

creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive school environment.

Hate Speech or Harassment may be verbal, non-verbal, or physical acts by an opponent, 

coach, teammate, or spectator.

IHSA SCHOOL & OFFICIALS HATE SPEECH AND HARASSMENT POLICY & PROCEDURE



Hate Speech and Harassment Definitions

▪“Target” refers to the individual who heard the hate speech.

▪“Alleged Offender” refers to the individual(s) who allegedly used the hate speech.

▪“Comment” refers to the hate speech or harassment that was used.

▪The Hate Speech & Harassment Policy does not differentiate between the ethnicity 

of “Target” or “Alleged Offender” in any situation. Administrators, Officials, and 

Coaches must recognize this detail.

IHSA SCHOOL & OFFICIALS HATE SPEECH AND HARASSMENT POLICY & PROCEDURE



Hate Speech and Harassment Procedures

IHSA SCHOOL & OFFICIALS HATE SPEECH AND HARASSMENT POLICY & PROCEDURE



Policy and Procedure Administration

▪ The head coaches of both teams will inform their Athletic Administrators of ALL situations in 
which hate speech or harassment was suspected within 24 hours of the contest. The 
Administrator will meet directly with any participant identified as possibly using hate speech, 
conveying the alleged use of hate speech or harassment.

▪ If the target does not inform his/her coach about the comment until after the team has left the 
contest site, the coach shall inform his/her Principal or Athletic Director and that Administrator 
shall inform the opposing Administrator.  Both Administrators shall meet with their respective 
participants (alleged offender and target) and communicate back to each other of their 
findings.  If the alleged offender admits to saying the comment, he/she will be suspended for the 
next contest and subject to the individual’s school discipline policies.

▪ An Administrator of each school will inform the IHSA Administrator through the Hate Speech or 
Harassment Special Report option and include all documentation, findings, and any measures 
taken. Each school involved will have access to review all special reports.

IHSA SCHOOL & OFFICIALS HATE SPEECH AND HARASSMENT POLICY & PROCEDURE



Special Report by School Administrators

IHSA SCHOOL & OFFICIALS HATE SPEECH AND HARASSMENT POLICY & PROCEDURE



Special Report by School Administrators

IHSA SCHOOL & OFFICIALS HATE SPEECH AND HARASSMENT POLICY & PROCEDURE



Special Report by School Administrators

IHSA SCHOOL & OFFICIALS HATE SPEECH AND HARASSMENT POLICY & PROCEDURE

Description of the Incident 

Use as much detail as 

necessary to describe the 

incident and any actions 

taken by your school.



Non-Team Members

If the Alleged Offender is a fan or non-team member, and the official can identify any 
individual who used hate speech or harassment,

 1. The official must inform game management about the situation at the next 
 stoppage in action.
2. Officials must allow game management time to communicate and remove the 
alleged offender from the contest.

If the official cannot identify any individual who used hate speech or harassment,
 1.  The official must inform game management about the situation at the next 

   stoppage in action.
 2.  Officials must allow game management time to communicate to individuals in the
 proximity of where the comments were heard or observed and remove those 

   individuals if comments continue to be heard.

IHSA SCHOOL & OFFICIALS HATE SPEECH AND HARASSMENT POLICY & PROCEDURE



Policy and Procedure Administration

▪ Principals, Athletic Administrators, Activity Directors, Coaches and Officials must view the IHSA 
Tournament Hate Speech and Harassment Policy & Procedure video every two years before 
their season begins.

•Attendance credit will transfer with the Administrator or Coach if they move to different 
school with in the 2-year window.

▪ Log into the IHSA Schools Center or IHSA Officials Center
▪ Find the Hate Speech & Harassment Policy presentation in the Tracker
▪ Credit for watching will be granted by clicking a link at the end of the presentation

IHSA SCHOOL & OFFICIALS HATE SPEECH AND HARASSMENT POLICY & PROCEDURE
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Name Image Likeness      NIL



Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL) 
Limits

▪ The student may not use the IHSA name, logos, or trademarks in association with 
receiving the compensation or imply that the IHSA approves of the NIL Activity as 
that term is defined in the By-law;

▪ The student may not use the name, logos, mascots, or trademarks of any member 
school in association with receiving the compensation or imply that any member 
school approves of the NIL Activity;



Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL) 
Limits

▪ The student may not use any member school’s facilities in association with the NIL 
Activity;

▪ The student may not engage in any NIL Activity during school hours while traveling 
to or from any IHSA event, or during an IHSA event including any practice, 
rehearsal, meeting, game, tournament, or any similar event that the Board deems 
inappropriate or distracting;



Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL) 
Limits

▪ The student may not engage in any NIL Activity associated with gaming/gambling, 
alcoholic beverages, tobacco, cannabis, banned or illegal substances, adult 
entertainment products or services, firearms, or other weapons; or any other 
product or service that the Board deems inappropriate or distracting; and

▪ The student is responsible for determining what, if any effect, the NIL Activity may 
have on eligibility with the NCAA, NJCAA, and/or NAIA.



Rules Reminders

www.ihsa.org



Final Questions?



Conclusion of the 
New Administrator 

Workshop 
2024-25

Have a Great School Year
Thank You
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